
ARH1000 Course Syllabus 
ONLINE — SPRING 2022                         16-WEEK SEMESTER     

   

ARH1000: Art Appreciation 
This is an introductory art appreciation course that is designed to provide students with 
foundation for understanding contemporary visual arts. Students will further explore the 
concepts and contexts of contemporary art and hone their own skills through guided 
discussion, writing and speaking exercises, and examination.  

Please note: This is an introductory art appreciation course. This course’s focus is on art 
created between 1950-Today, which may include work that can be considered 
“controversial.” This class does not intend, nor is its purpose, to challenge belief systems; 
be it religious, political, sexual, etc.  

If any student becomes uncomfortable, they reserve the right to skip that particular slide/
module. All slides/modules that may be considered “controversial” will be first addressed 
with a warning. 

Required Text
Living With Art, Mark Getlein, 12th Edition, ISBN 978-1-259-91675-5 

COVID-19 Policies (Updated Fall 2021) 
 Mask policy and CDC Physical Distancing Guidelines  

The health and safety of everyone at the college is our top priority. Therefore, anyone attending the class is expected to 
wear masks indoors and maintain physical distancing. If you do not have a mask, the college will provide one for you. 
You may find it helpful to refer to current research on the importance of masking for public safety. Feel free to check out 
the CDC guidelines on masking, located at this link. 

 COVID-19 Wellness, Reporting, and Support  

If you find yourself feeling unwell and suspect you might be experiencing symptoms of COVID-19, test positive for 
COVID-19, or have been in close contact with someone who has the COVID-19 virus, please stay home. Please also 
report this to Valencia’s COVID-19 case manager Tanya Mahan, at COVIDillness@valenciacollege.edu, so the College 
can determine how to best support you.   

IMPORTANT: If you are unable to participate in the course due to illness, family emergency, etc., please 
communicate with me as soon as possible in order to create a plan for the best course of action.   In the case of a 
prolonged online absence of one week or more, you and I will discuss options and determine your ability to continue in the 
course. Failing to communicate with me is NOT an excuse for missed work.   
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INSTRUCTOR
Ms. Angela Hefka

EMAIL
ahefka@valenciacollege.edu

PHONE (TEXT ONLY)
407/906-6393

OFFICE HOURS
By Appointment

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/about-face-coverings.html


Communication 
Please take note of the location of the instructor’s email and email link provided on Canvas. Email will be the primary 
form of communication conducted. If a student is more comfortable with texting, they may text the number listed. Email 
is checked once a day (around the 9AM hour). If an is email is sent AFTER the 9AM hour, a student may not receive an 
email until the following day. That being said - Your professor will answer all messages within twenty-four (24) hours 
unless otherwise noted. If the instructor has not responded to the student’s communication within the timeframe noted, 
the student must contact the instructor again. Do not send the same email more than once in a 24-hour time period. If it is 
am emergency, a student may text the number listed above. It is the student’s responsibility to regularly check the Canvas 
course for excessive absence notices, grade warnings, instructor emails, etc. Canvas should be checked at least twice a 
week to make sure the student is up to date on all course information. Remember, this is a required part of the 
student’s grade. 

The only exception to the communication rule is on Sundays. Students will receive a response, but it may be outside of the 
9AM hour.  

Canvas has some really great chat features (in assignments, in grades, and through the overall platform)! Although these 
are great tools, the professor does not receive notifications. To receive a prompt response, please either contact the 
professor via text or email. 

In whatever form of communication, the student must state their first name, last name, and course number. 
Additionally, all emails must have a formal introduction and signature. The professor will always be formally 
addressed and with title: Miss or Professor.  

Course Objectives
By the end of this course, students will be able to: 

 • Think:  Think clearly, critically, and creatively. Analyze, synthesize, integrate, and evaluate in many   
 domains of human inquiry. 

 • Value:  Make reasoned value judgments and responsible commitments. 

 • Communicate:  Communicate with different audiences using varied means. 

 • Act:  Act purposely, reflectively, and responsibly. 

By means of being about to: 

• Develop pertinent vocabulary and art historical concepts, in order to discuss and write about art, which may apply to 
critiques of exhibited art. 

• Understand the development of art styles and how changes in attitude and society have influenced art in the 20th and 
21st centuries.  

• Distinguish the major media in art including: painting, architecture, sculpture, printmaking, photography, film, and have 
a working familiarity with the terms specific to these media. 

• Have an understanding of why artists create and what motivates them to create a particular type of    
work. 

• Recognize the elements used by artists in making a work of art and the principles of design used in    
composing a work of art. 
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Course Format
It is recommended that all students are active participants in this course. ARH1000 will be a hybrid of online lecture, 
discussion, and interactive activities. In the online lecture component of the course, students will be presented with lessons 
designed to familiarize them with fundamental tenets of contemporary art theory and criticism, and the skills needed to 
succeed in writing and speaking critically about visual art. In the discussion component of the course, students will further 
explore the concepts and contexts of contemporary art and hone their own skills through guided discussions and class 
activities. To accommodate various learning styles, this course will incorporate multiple teaching techniques, which 
include but not limited to: multimedia presentations, lecture, discussion, and incorporation of other academic disciplines. 

Course Structure
Since this course is conducted in an online format, the structure will remain consistent each week. Each week a student 
will expect to complete the following:   

• On Mondays, at 8:00am EST, the week's course module will become available. The week's course work will be available 
on the module page of our Canvas course site. The title will be the current week and Monday's date. Example: Week 1, 
August 28 

• Read the assigned reading in Living With Art, Mark Getlein, 12th Edition, ISBN 978-1-259-91675-5 

• Complete any week-specific course modules and activities due by the following Sunday at 11:59pm (EST) 

• Complete the Chapter Quiz or Writing Assignment (if assigned) by the following Sunday at 11:59pm (EST) 

Course Policies
Your instructor will present and supply the information needed to succeeded in this course, and will consider all student’s 
comments and opinions with respect and understanding. In return, it is expect that all students participate in online 
discussions and prepare to engage with the material. Students will show respect to me and to their peers by exhibiting 
approbate netiquette. 

THE 10 RULES OF NETIQUETTE ARE: 

Rule 1: Remember the Human 

Rule 2: Adhere to the same standards of behavior online 
that you follow in real life Rule 3: Know where you are 
in cyberspace 

Rule 4: Respect other people's time and bandwidth 

Rule 5: Make yourself look good online 

Rule 6: Share expert knowledge 

Rule 7: Help keep flame wars under control 

Rule 8: Respect other people's privacy 

Rule 9: Don't abuse your power 

Rule 10: Be forgiving of other people's mistakes 
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Assignments
Over the course of the semester, students will be required to complete weekly module assignments, along with a total of 
four (4) writing assignments, chapter quizzes, and one (1) final presentation.  

• All assignments are due at Eastern Standard Time (EST).  

• All assignments & tests will be submitted through Canvas.  

• All assignments must be submitted in the following formats: Word Document, Pages Document, or PDF. GoogleDocs 
files are not accepted and will be marked a zero (0). 

Weekly Assignment. Students are required to complete weekly assignments and modules in order to fully comprehend the 
assigned reading. Assignments will include, but are not limited to online discussion boards, visiting public art, and simple 
art projects. 

Writing Assignment. Students are required to complete four (4) short writing assignments (200-300 words) in which the 
student describes the assigned formal element of a work of art. Each of the four assignments, will address a different 
formal element. All four writing assignments should be formatted in double-spaced, 12-point font with one-inch margins, 
and be proofread for spelling, typographical, and grammatical errors. All Writing Assignments must be submitted via 
Canvas. Rubrics and writing examples (reflecting both quality content and proper formatting) will be posted to Canvas 
prior to the due date of the first writing assignment. 

UPDATE: Due to COVID-19, students are NOT required to view art in person. They may use any image the 
internet. Work from museum websites are highly encouraged.  

Quizzes. A focus of this class is weighted on quizzes over the course of the semester to assess vocabulary and reading 
comprehension. All quizzes will be administered via Canvas. Each student will have one (1) attempt to take the quiz. 
These quizzes will test the students’ familiarity with the course content and concepts presented by the lecturer and in the 
assigned readings from both required texts through multiple choice and short answer questions. As such, students are 
advised to complete all modules and to keep up with the assigned readings week to week. 

Missing a quiz without a Valencia-accepted and documented reason will result in the student receiving zero (0) 
points for the quiz. Students WITH proper documentation will have one (1) week from the quiz date to arrange for a 
make-up, after which any make up opportunity is forfeited and the student will receive a grade of zero (0) for the quiz. 
Students with proper documentation should make arrangements for a make up with the instructors as soon as possible. 

Computer issues are not an excuse for missing a quiz. 

Final Presentation. In place of a Final Exam, students will be giving Final Presentations in class. Towards the middle of 
the semester a student will choose an artist who is active during the timeframe of the course, 1950-Today. All artists 
MUST be approved by instructor prior to Final Project. If a student does not receive a formal written approval prior to 
presentations, the student will automatically receive a zero (0) for the assignment.  

Presentations:  Must be about 8-10 minutes in length on the topic an artist of the student’s choice. The presentation will 
breakdown as follows: 3 minutes for artist biography; 3 minutes on artist’s oeuvre; 3 minutes on a specific work of the 
artist. Prior to the presentation, the student must submit an original 6-8 page paper, bibliography, and Powerpoint 
Presentation. Full rubric and instructions will be available on Canvas prior to Final Presentations.  

All presentations will be recorded and uploaded to Canvas as submission. Student are required to record 
themselves with and appropriate visual (PowerPoint, Keynote, Prezi, etc). Failing to do so will result in a zero (0) 
for the presentation. Computer/webcam issues are not an excuse for not submitting the assignment. 

The 6-8 page paper will be broken up throughout the semester into three separate assignments. At the presentation, the 
three papers will be weaved together into a larger paper. The paper and visual component must be all original work. Any 
form of plagiarism will result in HEAVY penalty or a zero for the final and/or the course.  

- PAGE  - 4



Plagiarism is:  

• Copying a website or textbook verbatim without using quotation marks and/or providing an in text citation and Works 
Cited page. 

• Submitting another student’s paper as your own work. 

• Changing words or paraphrasing from a textbook or website without giving credit to your source. 

• Supplying incorrect information about your sources. 

Missing the Final Presentation without a Valencia-accepted and documented reason will result in the student receiving zero 
(0) points for the Final and the student will automatically earn an F for the course. Students with proper documentation 
will have one week from the presentation date to arrange for a make-up, after which any make up opportunity is forfeited 
and the student will receive a grade of zero (0) for the Final. Students with proper documentation should make 
arrangements for a make up with the instructors as soon as possible. 

Grades
This grade distribution is rigid. A student’s grade will not be rounded up, regardless of how close the student is to the 
higher grade. All grades will be posted on Canvas at the discretion of the professor. All students should review the 
grades as they are posted. If a student believes a grade was posted in error, the student must contact the instructor 
immediately. 

Late Work
All assignments are expected to be turned in on time. Except in the case of extreme emergencies (such as 
hospitalization, death in the family, with appropriate documentation) NO assignment will be accepted after the due 
date.  

Pre-planned life events (vacations, weddings, graduations, etc) are not excuses for late work. If you do have a pre-planned 
life even, please reach out as soon as possible (preferably the first 2-3 weeks of the semester). We can work out a schedule 
and plan for you to submit the work. Claiming you have a pre-planning life event the following week, does not 
automatically grant an excuse.  

There is a lot going on in the world (with COVID-19, politically, socially, etc) and I understand that these outer focuses 
can and will cause stress and anxiety. Although I am every empathic towards this (we are all processing it differently), 
claiming “stress and anxiety” without appropriate medical documentation is not an excuse for late work. All students are 
given a week to complete the assignments on their own time. Please gauge your time wisely! Please do not wait until the 
last minute to try to turn something in.  

Computer problems are not an excuse for late work.  

Assignment Percentage

Weekly Modules 40%

Writing Assignment x 4 20%

Weekly Quizzes 10%

Final Presentation 30%

Total 100%
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Grade Grubbing
Grade Grubbing is defined as: “When student underperforms on an assignment—and then embarks on an extended grade-
raising quest. This endeavor usually consists of exploring the extraordinary lengths he/she/they can go to pester an 
instructor over the most trivial matters imaginable.”  

If an obvious error has been made in grading, such as points added incorrectly or a clearly correct answer was 
inadvertently marked wrong, then by all means talk to the professor and they will likely change the grade immediately. 
Likewise, if a student does not understand why they lost points, or want clarification (not justification) of the grading, the 
student must contact the instructor. 

However, if a student approaches a professor who has spent their life studying, teaching, and doing research on a particular 
topic, and then argue that their decision of how to grade should be changed (when it is clear that the student 
underperformed), it is likely that email will not be answered. Grade grubbing is rude, offensive, and wastes time. It is also 
unfair to other students who do not try to argue their grades.  

Grade Grubbing is not welcome in this course, and grade negotiation emails will not be answered. Grades are earned, not 
awarded. 

Attendance
It is vital that students check Canvas at least twice (2x) a week. Attendance and participation will be based on the students 
logging in to Canvas and participating in the course. If you do not check Canvas at least twice (2) a week, it will 
negatively affect the participation grade. If a student does not login to Canvas and complete the syllabus quiz by 
January 18, 2022 by 11:59PM, EST the student will be considered a “no show” and will be dropped from the 
course. This is regardless of any other module activities completed. Students will not receive an email from the instructor 
before they are dropped from the course due to “now show.” In this event the student will be billed for the class and a "W" 
will appear on the transcript for the course.  

The instructor will not withdraw a student after the “no show” period. It is the students’ responsibility to withdraw 
from the course if they so wish. A student who withdraws from class before the withdrawal deadline will receive a grade 
of “W.” A student is not permitted to withdraw from this class after the withdrawal deadline; if the student remains in the 
class after the withdrawal deadline, the student can only receive a grade of A, B, C, D, F or I. A grade will only be 
assigned under extraordinary circumstances that occur near the end of the semester.  If a student receives an I, the work 
missed must be made up during the following semester, at which time the student will get an A, B,C, D or F.  Failure to 
make up the work during the following semester will result in the student getting a grade of F in the course.  Any student 
who withdraws from this class during a third or subsequent attempt in this course will be assigned a grade of “F.”   

Withdrawing for the Course 

Notice to Students Seeking to Withdraw from a Course(s) 

Before a student withdraws from a course, they should be aware that course withdrawals:  

• Will increase the cost of a student’s education 

• May affect a student’s financial aid status 

• May affect a student’s transfer grade point average 

• May result in a student having to pay the full cost of instruction fee to retake the course 

• May affect a student’s anticipated graduation date 

• May result in a student being denied access to limited access programs 
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• May affect a student’s eligibility for the Honors Program 

• May affect your immigration status if students are attending Valencia on a nonimmigrant visa  

• Will result in student’s required repayment of course fees paid by a Bright Futures scholarship. 

To withdraw from a course(s) you must access registration on Atlas. Each term students are required to withdraw prior to 
the Withdrawal Deadline. The Withdrawal Deadlines for each term are published in the Academic Calendar in the online 
official catalog. All requests for withdrawals must be submitted by 11:59 p.m. on the Withdrawal Deadline date. 

Before you withdraw: 

• Talk with the professor to discuss the progress in the course (a student should be checking their grade throughout the 
term to see how s/he are doing in the course) 

• See a Student Services staff member to discuss how a withdrawal will affect the student’s career and education plans and/
or the status of his/her financial aid 

Conditions That Apply to a First or Second Attempt in a Course On or Before the Withdrawal Deadline: 

During a first or second attempt in the same course at Valencia, if a student withdraws, or are withdrawn by the professor, 
he/she will receive a W (Withdrawn). A student will not receive credit for the course, and the W will not be calculated in 
his/her grade point average; however, the enrollment will count in his/her total attempts in the specific course. 

Following withdrawal, the student may, with the professor’s approval, continue to attend the course for the remainder of 
the term. 

After the Withdrawal Deadline: 

If a student knowing he/she is not passing the course but fail to withdraw by the deadline but decides to stop completing 
modules should know the professor will not withdraw him/her from the course and the grade of F will be assigned 

Academic Honesty
Academic dishonesty is a serious offense and will not be tolerated in an academic community. Dishonesty in any form, 
like cheating, plagiarism, deception of effort, or unauthorized assistance WILL result in a failing grade for the 
course. Some assignments require the use of outside sources. Students must give credit to their sources- this includes 
internet resources. Failure to do so is considered illegal, and is considered plagiarism. If a student is caught plagiarizing, 
the student will automatically receive a F for course.  

This includes weekly discussion prompts and submissions. 

Please note: if a student retakes the same course in a different semester, they will be completing many of the same 
modules and assignments. Although the student has already submitted responses for these activities in past semesters, new 
answers, posts, and submissions are expected. Do not copy and paste any answer from the previous semester’s work. This 
is a form of plagiarism. An automatic failing grade will be given for the assignment, and possibly, the course.  
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Expected Student Conduct
Valencia College is dedicated not only to the advancement of knowledge and learning but is concerned with the 
development of responsible personal and social conduct. By enrolling at Valencia College, a student assumes the 
responsibility for becoming familiar with and abiding by the general rules of conduct. The primary responsibility for 
managing the classroom environment rests with the faculty. Students who engage in any prohibited or unlawful acts that 
result in disruption of a class may be directed by the faculty to leave the class. Violation of any classroom or Valencia’s 
rules may lead to disciplinary action up to and including expulsion from Valencia. Disciplinary action could include being 
withdrawn from class, disciplinary warning, probation, suspension, expulsion, or other appropriate and authorized actions. 
You will find the Student Code of Conduct in the current Valencia Student Handbook. 

Here is the link to Valencia’s Student Code of Conduct website: https://bit.ly/31jPJWp.   

Exams and homework are considered individual effort; any submissions that are too similar for coincidence will 
receive no credit.  

Students may collaborate in group assignments. Collaboration should be used to edit or to clarify doubts. If anyone is 
involved in incidents of cheating a zero will be given. Each student is expected to be in complete compliance with the 
college policy on Academic Honesty as set forth in the admissions catalog and the student handbook. Any student(s) 
cheating on an exam will receive a zero on the exam. This cannot be replaced with the final score and the professor at his/
her discretion can withdraw you from the class. 

Students are responsible for preparing for class by reading pre-assigned readings and completing assignments.  

Canvas and Atlas
If a student has a question about an assignment, it is highly recommend to contact the instructor long before the due date. 
Waiting until the last minute to ask a question is not an excuse for a missed assignment. 

If students are experiencing technical difficulties (anything from a document not loading properly to issues logging in) 
with Canvas please contact the help desk at oithelp@valenciacollege.edu or by calling (407) 582-5600 (available 24/7). 

If a student is having difficulties with Atlas, please contact (407) 582-5590.  

The instructor can ONLY help with content not with technical issues. 
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Students With Disabilities
Students with disabilities who qualify for academic accommodations must provide a Notification to Instructor (NTI) form 
from the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD) and discuss specific needs with the professor, preferably during the 
first two weeks of class; accommodations will not be applied retroactively.  The Office for Students with Disabilities 
determines accommodations based on appropriate documentation of disabilities. 

Locations and Contact Information are as follows: 
East Campus Office for Students with Disabilities 

Bldg 5, Rm 216 

407-582-2229 // TTY 407-582-1222 

osdeast@valenciacollege.edu 

Lake Nona Campus Office for Students with Disabilities 

407-582-2229 

osdlnc@valenciacollege.edu 

Osceola Campus Office for Students with Disabilities 

Bldg 2, Rm 102 

407-582-4167 // TTY 407-582-1222 

osdosc@valenciacollege.edu 

  

West Campus Office for Students with Disabilities 

SSB, Rm 102 

407-582-1523 // TTY 407-582-1222 

osdwest@valenciacollege.edu 

Winter Park Campus Office for Students with 
Disabilities 

Bldg 1, Rm 212 

407-582-4167 // TTY 407-582-1222 

osdwpc@valenciacollege.edu 

BayCare Student Assistance Services
Valencia College has contracted with a private and confidential counseling service to provide short-term assistance to 
credit students who need to resolve problems that are affecting their college performance. Examples might include: stress, 
relationship/family issues, alcohol/drug problems, eating disorders, depression, and gender issues. 

Students who are experiencing any of these issues and who are enrolled in credit classes at Valencia should call the toll-
free number 1-800-878-5470 to speak to a professional counselor. If needed, the counselor may refer the student to 
appropriate resources or to speak face-to-face with a licensed counselor. For more information, call or visit a Counselor in 
the Advising Center on any campus. 

BayCare services can also be reached through Video Relay Interpreters, Telecommunications Relay Service (TRS), at 
(800) 878-5470 or via email at BayCareSAP@baycare.org. 

Syllabus Change Policy
This schedule is tentative and subject to change as needs dictate or the instructor deems necessary. Students are 
responsible for informing themselves of changes announced on Canvas. A copy of this syllabus will be available online 
through Canvas. If a student loses the document, the information is still their responsibility, it is important to make sure 
they get another copy.
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